The significance of p53 and bcl-2 overexpression and other prognostic factors in transitional cell carcinoma of the bladder.
The aim of this study was to investigate the expression of bcl-2 and p53 oncoproteins in a series of transitional cell bladder carcinomas and its relation to traditional prognostic indicators and patients' survival. Specimens from 59 patients who underwent transurethral resection from March 1992 to February 1997 were included in this study. Tumors were graded based on WHO grades 1-3 and staged according to the 1997 TNM classification. Three patients lost to follow-up were excluded from the analysis. We could not establish a statistically significant relation between bcl-2 and p53 and other parameters such as sex, age, stage and grade. Tumor grade and stage were the most important factors for predicting tumor recurrence and aggressiveness. Only sex seems to significantly affect the statistics of the risk of death (p<0.05). Women had quadruple risk of death compared to men.